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Code Enforcement Hearing Exhibit Guide
Organize violation responses, property photos, and repair documentation for municipal hearings

Code enforcement actions — from overgrown grass citations to structural violation orders — must follow due 

process under the 14th Amendment. Under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, property owners can challenge enforcement actions 

that violate their constitutional rights, including inadequate notice or selective enforcement. The 5th Amendment's 

Takings Clause may also apply if enforcement amounts to a regulatory taking of property value. Most code 

enforcement follows a pattern: violation notice, compliance period, re-inspection, and if unresolved, a hearing before 

a code enforcement board or magistrate. Your defense at the hearing depends on organized evidence showing 

either compliance, mitigating circumstances, or procedural defects in how the violation was handled.

Violation and Notice Documents

Property Documentation
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Compliance and Repair Evidence

Context and Mitigating Evidence

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

1. Ignoring the violation notice — municipal fines compound daily in many jurisdictions, sometimes $100-500 per day

2. Making repairs without documenting every step with dated photos and receipts

3. Attending the hearing without a copy of the specific ordinance section being cited

4. Not checking whether neighbors with the same condition received citations — selective enforcement is a valid defense

5. Arguing with the code enforcement officer instead of documenting the interaction for the hearing

ORGANIZATION TIPS

• Start with the violation notice, then your compliance timeline showing what you've done and when

• Pair every repair claim with proof: a photo, a receipt, or a permit. Claims without documentation get dismissed.

• If you're arguing selective enforcement, photograph similar conditions on nearby properties and include addresses

• Create a side-by-side comparison: violation photo vs. current condition photo for each cited issue

• Organize by violation count if there are multiple citations — address each one separately

• If you requested and received a compliance extension, include that approval letter prominently
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COURTROOM PREPARATION

• Municipal code enforcement hearings are typically informal but the consequences (fines, liens) are serious.

• Know the specific ordinance section and be able to explain how your property complies — or why you need more time.

• If you've fixed the violation, lead with before-and-after photos. Visual evidence is the most persuasive at these hearings.

• Bring copies of everything for the board, the code enforcement officer, and yourself. Three sets minimum.

• If you're requesting more time, come with a specific remediation plan: what you'll do, who'll do it, and when it'll be done.

• Be respectful to the code enforcement officer, even if you disagree. Board members often defer to their officers' recommen-
dations.

• If daily fines have accumulated, you can sometimes negotiate a reduction by showing good faith compliance efforts.

Make your exhibits look professional
ExhibitPrep adds court-ready exhibit labels to all your documents.

Perfect for self-represented litigants.

Try Free at www.exhibitprep.app/tool
Used by thousands of pro se litigants Scan to try free
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